HIW/18/24
East Devon Highways and Traffic Orders Committee
19 April 2018
Proposed Prohibition of Motor Caravans & Various Restrictions, Exmouth
Report of the Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste
Please note that the following recommendations are subject to consideration and
determination by the Committee before taking effect.
Recommendation: It is recommended that:
(a)
(b)

the responses to the advertised Traffic Regulation Order are noted; and
that approval is given to make and seal the Traffic Regulation Order as
advertised.

1.

Summary

This report is to consider the representations received during the proposed prohibition of
motor caravans and various restrictions Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) consultation.
2.

Background

In 2017 Exmouth Town Council raised concerns at the number of motor caravans using the
seafront for extended stays and requested that a working group be formed to look at
measures to address local concerns. Devon County Council was asked to attend a
Campervan Task and Finish Forum in conjunction with the Town Council and East Devon
District Council to review how parking for campervans could be best managed.
On 7 August 2017, Exmouth Town Council agreed that an holistic approach between Devon
County Council and East Devon District Council should be taken to ensure that suitable
provision is provided for motorists visiting Exmouth seafront in campervans, whilst
discouraging long term on street parking. A copy of the request for a review of restrictions
from Exmouth Town Council to Devon County Council and East Devon District Council is
shown in Appendix I.
3.

Proposal

As part of the scheme it is proposed to introduce a prohibition of motor caravans between
8pm and 8am along sections of Imperial Road, Queens Drive (spur road to Orcombe Point)
and Maer Road; 24-hour restriction on Motor Caravans along sections of Queens Drive; and
Pay and Display with No Waiting at Any Time along sections of Maer Road. Details of the
proposals are shown on drawing numbers ENV5651-01 to 06 (A) in Appendix II.
Alongside Devon County Councils proposals, East Devon District Council advertised
amendments to the off-street parking places, which will have the effect of allowing Motor
Caravans to park overnight in the following long stay car parks within Exmouth:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Imperial Road Recreation Ground
Maer Road
Queens Drive Echelon

A copy of the draft order is shown in Appendix III together with a plan showing the locations
of the off-street car parks.
4.

Consultations/Representations

A statutory consultation was undertaken in March 2018 and 8 representations were received
to the proposed prohibition of vehicles order. A summary of the representations is shown in
Appendix IV to this report.
After consideration of the comments received it is recommended that the TRO is made and
sealed as advertised and a review is conducted after two years.
5.

Financial Considerations

A total of £15,000 has been assigned to review the parking restrictions through the
On-Street Parking account.
6.

Equality Considerations

There are no equality issues relevant to the proposal.
7.

Legal Considerations

When making a Traffic Regulation Order it is the County Council responsibility to ensure that
all relevant legislation is complied with. This includes Section 122 of the Road Traffic
Regulation Act 1984 that states that it is the duty of a local Authority, so far as practicable,
secures the expeditious, convenient and safe movement of traffic and provision of parking
facilities.
8.

Risk Management Considerations

This proposal has been assessed and all necessary safeguards or action have been
included to safeguard the Council's position
9.

Public Health Impact

It is considered that there is no public health impact as a result of the recommendations.
10.

Options/Alternatives

The option of not progressing with the restrictions would mean that the parking issues would
continue.
11.

Reason for Recommendation/Conclusion

The recommendation is based on the responses received from the statutory consultation
and the partnership working with Exmouth Town Council and East Devon District Council,
and will be subject to a review after two years.
Meg Booth
Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste
Electoral Divisions: Exmouth & Budleigh Salterton Coastal
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Devon County Council (Exmouth Seafront) (Prohibition of Motor Caravans & Various
Restrictions) Amendment Order
Comment
First Respondent – Visitor, Eureka Terrace,
Honiton
Visitor objects to the proposed restrictions in that
small vans/motorhomes are being penalised,
where in many cases they are no larger than
MPVs/4x4s. Visitor feels the classification of a
camper is too ambiguous and doesn’t differentiate
between small van-based vehicles and large
motorhomes. Visitor argues that regular
commercial vans with rear conversions may be
overlooked; comes down to the log book
classification. Visitor also feels certain activities
will be affected; early morning fishing, late night
meals and so forth. Visitor feels restricting the
smaller vans will have a detrimental effect on
people visiting and contributing to the local
economy.

Officer Response
Motor caravan has the same meaning as in
Regulation 2(1) of the Motor Vehicles (Type
Approval) (Great Britain) Regulations 1979,
which is defined as follows:
“Motor caravan” means a motor vehicle
which is constructed or adapted for the
carriage of passengers and their effects and
which contains, as permanently installed
equipment, the facilities which are
reasonably necessary for enabling the
vehicle to provide mobile living
accommodation for its users.
Comments noted regarding
conversion of commercial vehicles.
It is not feasible to differentiate between
small van based vehicle and large motor
homes when signing on-street parking
restrictions.
Provision will be provided by East Devon
District Council (EDDC) for off-street
parking for motor caravans and there are
no current proposals to implement on-street
restrictions on motor caravans on The
Esplanade.

Second Respondent – Resident, Cranford
Close, Exmouth
Resident objects the proposals on the grounds
that small camper vans are included and are no
larger than 4x4s/MPVs. Resident doesn’t feel the
rubbish left behind is solely due to overnight
stayers. Resident suggests a seasonal ban may
be more appropriate. Resident also expresses
concern about vehicles parking along Maer Road
and narrow width during peak periods.

It is not feasible to differentiate between
small van based vehicle and large motor
homes when signing on-street parking
restrictions.

Third Respondent – Visitor, Newport, Gwent
Visitor objects to the proposals. Visitor owns an
older Volkswagen campervan and states the
vehicle does not struggle to fit in standard car
parking spaces. Visitor wonders if a length
restriction would be more suitable.
Fourth Respondent – Visitor, Charles Road,
Honiton
Visitor objects to the proposals. Visitor is upset at
the restrictions, particularly the restriction on small
campervans. Visitor does not feel the alternative
car park spaces with no view are a suitable
substitute.

It is not feasible to differentiate between
small van based vehicle and large motor
homes when signing on-street parking
restrictions.

Maer Road is between 7.8 – 8.0 metres in
width, which is sufficient to provide
parking and maintain 6.0 metres for
running lanes.

It is not feasible to differentiate between
small van based vehicle and large motor
homes when signing on-street parking
restrictions.

Comment
Fifth Respondent – Visitor, Hyde Lane Park,
Taunton
Visitor objects to the proposals, in particular to the
east of the lifeboat station. Visitor feels a minority
of inconsiderate motorhome owners have caused
the issue and now everyone affected is a victim.
Visitor states their vehicle fits into the bays no
problem and they always spend money in the
town and on local services. Visitor states that it’s
the size of the larger vehicles that is the problem
and smaller vehicles shouldn’t be grouped with
them and subsequently penalised. Visitor feels
these restrictions will turn lots of people away
from Exmouth and head elsewhere instead.
Sixth Respondent – Resident, Evergreen
Close, Exmouth
Resident objects to the proposals. Resident
believes motor caravans should not be classified
as one group. Resident feels the number of
recorded complaints verses the number of
vehicles parking in total is completely
exaggerated and a few complaints should not
mean a blanket ban. Resident doesn’t believe the
alternative parking arrangements will suffice as
motorhome/campervan owners park at Exmouth
for the view.
Seventh Respondent – Resident, Drakes
Avenue, Exmouth
Resident objects the proposed restrictions.
Resident is concerned that traffic order makes no
distinction between different sizes of motor
caravans. “Small vans are no larger than large
people carriers, 4x4s or even large saloons.”
Resident agrees something needs to be done to
prevent long (overnight) stays of large
motorhomes but doesn’t think smaller vehicles
classified as motor caravans, staying for shorter
periods, should be penalised too.
Eighth Respondent – Exmouth Town Council
Supports proposals.

Officer Response
It is not feasible to differentiate between
small van based vehicle and large motor
homes when signing on-street parking
restrictions.
Provision for motor caravans is being
proposed by East Devon District
Council in off-street car parks, including
Queens Drive echelon, which has sea
views.

It is not feasible to differentiate between
small van based vehicle and large motor
homes when signing on-street parking
restrictions.
Provision for motor caravans is being
proposed by East Devon District
Council in off-street car parks, including
Queens Drive echelon, which has sea
views.
It is not feasible to differentiate between
small van based vehicle and large motor
homes when signing on-street parking
restrictions.
Provision for motor caravans is being
proposed by East Devon District Council in
off-street car parks and there are no
proposals to restrict motor caravans during the
day along Queens Drive, from the lifeboat
station to Orcombe Point.
Support noted

