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Torridge Highways and Traffic Orders Committee
10 October 2017

Annual Local Waiting Restriction Programme

Report of the Acting Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste

Recommendation:  It is recommended that:

(a) work on the annual waiting restrictions programme process for 2017/2018 is 
noted;

(b) the recommendations contained in Section 3 of to this report are agreed;
(c) the proposals detailed in Appendix I which attracted no objections are 

implemented as advertised.

1. Background

The County Council regularly receives requests for waiting restrictions to be introduced or 
amended.  These can be difficult to deliver due to resource and funding pressures which can 
then have a negative impact on the County Council’s relationship with local communities.

Recognising this difficulty, a managed process has been developed to deliver an Annual 
Local Waiting Restriction Programme for each HATOC area for the funding and delivery of 
waiting restriction schemes.

The 2016/17 programme delivered proposals at over 250 sites across Devon.  These were 
mainly amendments to Yellow Lines and Limited Waiting, thought to be non-controversial, 
which had been requested by communities or by local Highway Officers.

Building on the success of this process, the 2017/18 programme is currently progressing in 
the region of 500 proposals along with a small programme of minor aids to movement 
improvements such as drop crossings, footway improvements and bollards.

2. Proposal

Cabinet has allocated an amount of £100,000 countywide from the On-Street Parking 
Account to this process in 2017/18 which equates to an amount of £12,500 to each HATOC 
area.

Following the meeting of this Committee on 20 June 2017 and subsequent liaison with Local 
Members, a number of proposals were advertised in the local press and on site.  

Advertised Proposals are listed in Appendix I with Plans of the proposals shown in Appendix 
II and comments received shown in Appendix III.

Please note that the following recommendations are subject to consideration and 
determination by the Committee before taking effect.



3. Objections and comments have been received to the following proposals

(a) Catshole Lane Bideford

The proposal to install Double Yellow Lines at the junction of Catshole Lane and Clovelly 
Road has been supported by 2 residents of Catshole Lane.  One of the residents has asked 
for the restrictions to be extended for the full length of the road to assist with access for 
Emergency Service Vehicles.  The request is beyond the scope of this consultation and but 
could be considered as part of the 2018/19 review.  As parking on such a narrow residential 
road would usually obstruct the road it is not usually considered necessary to install formal 
restrictions.

Recommendation:  to proceed as advertised.

(b) Chapel Street, Holsworthy

Extension of Double Yellow Lines.  Currently Vehicles parked on this section of Chapel 
Street obstruct visibility for drivers travelling north towards the town centre who are unable to 
see if opposing traffic is approaching under the former railway bridge.  This can cause 
congestion at times causing vehicles to wait on Chapel Street which has a fairly steep 
gradient (approx. 1:9).  The proposal retains an existing advisory Disabled Parking Bay. 

Objections to the proposals have been received from residents of Chapel Street who point 
out that they have nowhere else convenient to park and that residents parking is not the 
issue, pointing out that staff from Waitrose use the road to park when instructed to remove 
their vehicles from the Supermarket Car Park.  

Other points raised include:

 the traffic calming effect and protection of the narrow footway provided by the parking 
although the retention of the disabled bay would still have this effect.

 a suggestion for a weight limit to cover the town although this could not restrict legitimate 
access.

 suggested that a site visit is required to establish the facts.

Recommendation:  that a site visit should be arranged and that a decision on the 
matter should be delegated to the Acting Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure 
Development and Waste in consultation with the Local Member.

(c) Winkleigh Church Entrance

The proposal was developed following discussion with both the Parish Council and the 
Parochial Church Council.  To alleviate access problems caused by parking at the Church 
entrance.

One objection from a resident of Winkleigh has been received which states that the proposal 
will make the operation of many Church activities difficult.  No objection has been received 
from either the Parish Council or Parochial Church Council and parking of official vehicles for 
Weddings and Funerals is permitted under the regulations. 

Recommendation:  to proceed as advertised.



4. Specific Aids to Movement Proposals

A number of Aids to Movement Proposals are currently being progressed as part of this 
project.  These include:

 Stafford Way Dolton – Following a site meeting it has been agreed to proceed with a 
fence solution to prevent obstruction of the footway by parked vehicles.

 St Georges School Northam – A contribution towards a pedestrian crossing scheme at 
the school of up to £3,000 has been agreed.  

 Harton Cross Hartland - Pedestrians in the Road Warning Signs along a section of the 
B3248 currently without a footpath.

5. Financial Considerations

The total costs of the scheme are contained within a countywide budget of £100,000 which 
has been allocated from the On-Street Parking Account. 

There will be a cost to the Council in advertising a new Traffic Order for each Committee 
Area, this will be approximately £1,500.  In addition the costs of any changes to signing or 
lining will be attributed to that Order. 

6. Environmental Impact Considerations

The proposals are intended to rationalise on-street parking and improve mobility and access 
within the district and are designed to:

 Encourage turnover of on-street parking to benefit residents and businesses.
 Enable enforcement to be undertaken efficiently.
 Encourage longer term visitors to use off street car parks.
 Encourage commuters to make more sustainable travel choices eg Car Share, Public 

Transport, Walking and Cycling.
 Assist pedestrians and other vulnerable road users in crossing the highway.

The Environmental effects of the scheme are therefore positive. 

7. Equality Considerations

There are not considered to be any equality issues associated with the proposals.  The 
impact will therefore be neutral.

8. Legal Considerations

The lawful implications and consequences of the proposal have been considered and taken 
into account in the preparation of this report.

When making a Traffic Regulation Order it is the County Council’s responsibility to ensure 
that all relevant legislation is complied with.  This includes Section 122 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 that states that it is the duty of a local authority, so far as practicable, 
secures the expeditious, convenient and safe movement of traffic and provision of parking 
facilities.  It is considered that the proposals comply with Section 122 of the Act as they 
practically secure the safe and expeditious movement of traffic in the Torridge District.



9. Risk Management Considerations 

There are thought to be no major safety issues arising from the proposals. 

10. Public Health Impact

There is not considered to be any public health impact.

11. Reasons for Recommendations 

The proposals rationalise existing parking arrangements within the Torridge District by:

 Encouraging turnover of on street parking to benefit residents and businesses. 
 Enabling enforcement to be undertaken efficiently. 
 Encouraging longer term visitors to use off street car parks. 
 Encouraging those working in the town make more sustainable travel choices eg Car 

Share, Public Transport, Walking and Cycling.

The proposals contribute to the safe and expeditious movement of traffic in the Torridge 
District and therefore comply with S 122 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.

Meg Booth
Acting Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste

Electoral Divisions:  All in Torridge District

Local Government Act 1972:  List of Background Papers

Contact for enquiries:  Mike Jones

Room No:  ABG Lucombe House, County Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter, EX2 4QD

Tel No: 01392383000

Background Paper Date File Ref.

None
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Advertised Proposals

Appendix II 
Drawing No. Parish/Town Road Proposal Statement of reason

ENV5607-001 Bideford Catshole 
Lane & 

Clovelly Road

No Waiting At 
Any Time

Improve road safety by 
improving visibility at the 
junction.

ENV5607-002 Bideford Pitt Lane Extension of 
No Waiting At 

Any Time

To prevent obstruction at 
a pinch point.

ENV5607-003 Bideford The Strand Extension of 
Residents 

Parking bay 
Mon-Sat 
8am-6pm

To provide additional on 
street parking space for 
residents.

ENV5607-004 Holsworthy Chapel Street Extension of 
No Waiting At 

Any Time

Improve road safety by 
improving visibility under 
bridge.

ENV5607-005 Northam Tower Street,
Sandymere 
Road and 

Lakenham Hill

Reduction of 
No Waiting At 

Any Time

To provide additional on 
street parking spaces for 
residents.

ENV5607-006 Winkleigh Chapel Street No Waiting At 
Any Time

Improve road safety by 
preventing obstructive 
parking near junction.

ENV5607-007 Winkleigh Footpath to 
All Saints 
Church 

No Waiting At 
Any Time

To prevent obstruction of 
Church entrance.
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