


QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Wednesday, 13 September 2017

1. QUESTION FROM DR K CRAWFORD
Re: Fuel Poverty

The 2017 Fuel Poverty report and statistics show that in rural counties such as Devon 
the rate of Fuel Poverty is increasing. Given that the statistics are down to Lower 
Super Output Areas, (approximately 400 households); what is Devon doing to 
alleviate fuel poverty in the parishes/wards that have the highest level; some with one 
in four households affected.

REPLY BY COUNCILLOR CROAD

In relation to the work of the Health and Wellbeing Board, housing and fuel poverty is 
a factor in the Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 
(www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/strategies), which in term will inform local 
authority and NHS plans. 

One of the main interventions locally, as mentioned in the 2016-19 strategy, is the 
Cosy Devon partnership, which is supported by the local authorities across Devon, 
and supports people with insulation and energy efficiency: 
http://www.cosydevon.com/ 

Beyond this, the eight local authority districts in the Devon County Council area each 
have specific responsibilities in respect of housing and local strategies and policies 
for dealing with local issues.  The Devon Strategic Housing Group draws much of this 
together: https://www.dshg.org.uk/ plus the individual housing strategies of the 
individual districts (available on their websites or through a search engine).

As I believe the questioner has previously been advised, fuel poverty is an indicator 
within current JSNA area profiles, which drill down to a small area level and are 
available for a wide range of area types: 
www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/jsna/profiles. It also features within the Devon 
JSNA overview  where the main issues affecting health and wellbeing in the county 
are summarised, including a map showing variations at a local level: 
www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/jsna/overview.

It is recognised that fuel poverty is a challenge – and is highlighted as such for Devon 
both within the JSNA and the Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy, hence the 
inclusion of this measure in the outcomes report and the inclusion of more detailed 
information in the JSNA. Data presented through the Health and Wellbeing Board 
outcomes report provides an overview of priorities in the Joint Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy to the Board, which is focused on larger areas such as local authorities and 
health localities.  The differences within the county, particularly between urban and 
rural areas are of note, and these differences at a local level are investigated and 
presented in more detail within our Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA), the 
latest update of which was presented to the Healthy & Wellbeing Board in June.
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